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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 126 


[Abstract:] An apparently excessive wastage in the M & R; minor coinage a/c... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
March 10, 1882 


Dear Sir 


In making a settlement of the Melter & Refiner’s Base Coinage account in July 1879 I 
discovered a large wastage much too large for the amount of material operated on during the 
fiscal year just then closed. 


On making inquiry I found that, in June the supply of copper for alloy had been 
exhausted and as a new supply could not be procured in time for the gold & silver engots 
required to be made 10,000 Ibs. lead to be borrowed from the cent account to be repaid when the 
copper for alloy arrived. The return of this copper from the alloy account to the cent account by 
some oversight had never been made. 


At the close of the year 1879 the manufacture of bronze planchets by the Mint had been 
discontinued and no settlement of the Melter & Refiners Base Coinage account had been made 
until December 1881. When a large wastage was again found and explained by the neglect 


